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REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1904. 



REPORT OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

SUBMITTED Tt> THE TRUSTEES JANUARY 11, 1905. 

To the Board of Trustees of the Missouri Botanical Garden: 

We submit for your consideration the financial results 
for the year ending December 31st, 1904. 

We are gratified to announce an increase in the income 
from rentals over the previous year of $10,885.61 and that 
the advance (with the exception of $900.00, from one 
building) was not the direct result of the World's Fair but 
of a general and steady appreciation of business property, 
which condition will hold good for some years, and we 
estimate a further increase of $3,000.00 for the coming 
year, as all the properties of the Board are occupied and 
no vacancies are anticipated. 

We have disposed of only one piece of residence prop- 
erty, a lot of 50 feet on Flora boulevard, but we look for 
a demand in the early spring. 

Our state, school, city and sprinkling taxes for the year 
1904 amounted to $35,463.17 which, compared with the 
receipts from rentals, $120,221.60, looks at a glance 
unreasonable and out of proportion. 

Mr. Shaw devised to the Board about 280 acres of land, 
excluding the Garden, located west of Grand avenue, 
leased either to market gardeners or vacant at the time of 
his death, and in about the same condition to-day, much of 
which we hope to dispose of as residence property when 
the streets and sewers are completed. 

(7) 
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This property is scattered in parcels of from one-half to 
one hundred acres in size, and will in course of time be- 
come more valuable, but it is being eaten up by general 
taxes at the rate of $12,546.61 per year, in excess of in- 
come, to say nothing about the loss of interest on the 
investment, as will be seen by the following statement : — 



Tract. 


Acres. 


Income. 


Taxes. 


No. 1 


72 


$1,080 00 


$9,321 82 


" 2 


20 


704 00 


1,491 92 


" 3 


25 




3,910 91 


« 4 


004 


280 00 


166 98 


« 5 


3 


818 72 


318 72 


" 6 


11 


588 00 


536 67 


a 7 


13 




163 37 


" 8 


36 


501 33 


316 36 


« 9 


100 
2804 


225 00 


516 94 




$4,197 08 


$16,743 69 


Ijess Income . 






4,197 08 












$12,546 61 



We desire to call your attention to the large expenditure 
for streets, sidewalks and sewers, $47,417.33, which was 
distributed as follows : — 

Rock Spring Joint District Sewer (Thurman Avenue) . . $11,604 88 

Rock Spring Lateral Sewer (Tyler Place) 3,572 97 

Tower Grove Joint District Sewer 31,300 89 

Sundry Reconstructions and Repairs ........ 938 59 

These sewers were much needed and have been paid for 
by a special tax levied by the city, and others are either 
built or under construction which must be paid for during 
the year 1905, and, in addition, large street improvements 
are contemplated by the city during the coming year, some 
of them, not actually necessary, yet, when completed, will 
place much of our cheaper residence property in condition 
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to market, the payment for which, however, will become a 
serious problem for the Board during the next ten years. 

The improvements now completed or contemplated by 
the city, and which must be paid for during the year 1905, 
are as follows : — 

Shaw Avenue Sewer (now due) $ 6,720 99 

Manchester Avenue Joint District Sewer (completed) . . 45,000 00 

Improvement of McRee Avenue (400 feet) 2,500 00 

Improvement of Grand Avenue (476 feet) 2,750 00 

Improvement of Vandeventer Avenue (471 feet) .... 2,500 00 

Improvement of Shaw Avenue (2,812 feet) 12,500 00 

Total $71,970 99 

As the Board of Trustees have no power to borrow 
money, these improvements, if paid for in full, will have 
to be met by the balance of our savings unexpended and 
any savings we may make on the year's income, and by sale 
of residence property. 

During the year we invested the balance of the fund re- 
ceived from the sale of the property at the corner of Main 
and Vine streets, in a new building at No. 218—20—22 
Chestnut street at a cost of $27,974.09 which we have 
leased for a long term at a good rental. 

Necessary repairs have been made to the properties of 
the Board and all buildings are in reasonably good 
condition. 

No permanent improvements have been made at the 
Garden outside of extensive planting in the N. American 
Synopsis, but the usual and necessary repairs to plant 
houses and buildings have been made. 

The annual bequests made in Mr. Shaw's will have been 
carried out at an expenditure of $2,983.19. 

A large number of additions have been made to the 
Library and Herbarium by purchase and gift during the 
past year, and the following amounts have been credited 
to Stock Account : — 
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Library . $5,547 77 

Herbarium 3,615 75 

After spending upon the Garden, for its support, 
$47,652.21, paying all other charges of every nature, and 
charging Real Estate Account with the cost of new sewers, 
$46,478.47, we have carried forward as a surplus of 
receipts over expenditures, $24,023.22. 

For further information concerning operations at the 
Garden, you are referred to the Director's annual report,, 

RECEIPTS. 

Rentals . $120,221 60 

Interest and dividends 2,716 62 

Garden pasturage above expenses 438 34 

Garden hand-book sales 1,208 83 

Publication sales 10 35 

Total income collections $124,595 74 

Insurance, damage to green-houses by hail . . 152 18 

Sales under decree of Court ^ . 7,318 00 

Bonds, stocks and certificates sales .... 45,937 50 $178,003 42 
Cash on hand January 1st, 1904 . . . . . 6,749 44 

Total receipts $184,752 8G 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Garden Account, 

Labor pay-roll . . . . $19,715 71 

Student pay-roll 1,423 80 

Office assistance 1,244 50 

Fuel 1,896 84 

Water . . 180 00 

Repairs and supplies . . . 2,627 06 

Plants and seeds ....... . . . 2,190 11 $29,278 02 

Herbarium Account, 

Salaries 1,148 09 

Fuel 101 54 

Current expenditures 1,813 09 3,062 72 

[Library Account, 

Salaries 1,672 79 

Fuel 101 59 

Current expenditures 3,424 61 5,198 99 

Carried forward $37,539 73 
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Brought forward $37,539 73 

Office Account, 

Salaries . . . $±,580 80 

Fuel 101 60 

Current expenditures . . 568 65 5,251 05 

Research Account, 

Salaries 484 96 

Drawing plates 87 64 

Current expenditures 258 60 831 20 

Scholarship Account, 

Instruction , 721 90 

Care of Lodge 240 00 

Fuel 72 09 

Current expenditures ........ 135 08 1,169 07 

Total maintenance expenditure .... $44,791 05 
Garden Improvement Account, 

Growing houses 436 70 

Chemical laboratory 604 43 

Restoring plants and plant house damaged 

by fire 1,532 26 

Garden storm repairs 287 77 2,861 16 

Total amount expended on Garden . . . $47,652 21 

Publication Account, 

Fifteenth annual volume 1,460 88 

Garden hand-book, second edition .... 957 05 

" " third " .... 555 00 

Exhibit at Louisiana Purchase Exposition . 100 00 3,072 93 

Property Expenses, 

State, school, city and sprinkling tax . . . 35,463 17 

Streets, sidewalks and sewers . , . . . 47,417 33 

Insurance 5,799 67 

Repairs 3., 596 96 

Improvements 2,387 85 

New building 398 90 95,063 88 

Office Expenses, 

Salaries 4,200 00 

Office rent 900 00 

Printing, advertising, telephone, etc.. . 864 57 5,964 57 

Bequests, 

Annual Flower Sermon 200 00 

Annual Flower Show 235 00 

Trustees' Annual Banquet 1,627 80 

Gardeners' Annual Banquet 331 86 

Washington University, School of Botany . 588 53 2,983 19 

Carried forward $154,736 78 
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Sundries, 
Real estate purchased . . . , . . . $27,974 08 

Commissions , . 123 75 

Legal expenses . 279 97 28,377 80 

Total disbursements #183,114 58 

Cash on hand December 31st, 1904 .... 1,638 28 

^184,752 86 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. J. LtACkxand, President, 

Attest : 

A. D. Cunningham, Secretary. 



